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Calculated  on  an  estimated  population  of  3,539  at  Midsummer, 
the  birth-rate  was  44 ’0  and  the  death-rate  15*2  per  thousand  per  year. 
The  death-rate  in  the  ten  preceding  years  w^as  17 '4.  The  death-rate 
from  preventable  causes,  including  Diarrhoea,  was  1  *9  per  thousand, 
whilst  in  the  ten  preceding  years  it  was  2 ’5.  The  deaths  of  infants 
under  a  year  old  per  1,000  births  registered  were  185 '8,  as  compared 
with  215 '6  in  1897,  102-9  in  1896,  and  61-5  in  1895.  The  chief 
features  of  interest  in  these  figures  are,  that  the  birth-rate  was  again 
extremely  high  ;  that  the  death-rate  from  general  causes  has  only  been 
lower  five  times  in  the  last  27  years,  whilst  that  from  Zymotic  causes 
in  the  same  period  was  lower  in  only  six  years  ;  and  that  infantile 
mortality  was  more  than  one-fifth  above  the  mean  rate  of  the  nine 
preceding  years. 

Of  Zymotic  diseases  there  came  to  my  knowledge  5  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  2  of  Diphtheria,  1  case  each  of  Typhoid  Fever  and 
Erysipelas,  9  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  4  of  Measles,  3  of  Chicken 
Pox,  5  of  Influenza,  and  9  of  Diarrhoea.  Of  these,  there  was  one 
death  from  each  of  the  following  causes  :  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever, 
Erysipelas  and  Whooping  Cough,  whilst  3  persons  succumbed  to 
Diarrhoea.  It  must,  however,  be  remembered  the  Council  has  not 
thought  fit  to  adopt  the  Notification  Act,  and  that  I  have  not  the  means 
of  getting  information  as  to  the  presence  of  infectious  disease  as  quickly 
and  reliably,  as  was  formerly  the  case.  The  only  points  concerning 
these  cases  I  need  refer  to  are,  that  early  in  the  summer  I  advised 
special  care  in  cleansing  the  numerous  ditches  in  the  township  and 
conveying  the  refuse  to  places  of  safety  on  agricultural  land  as  a  pre- 
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ventative  of  summer  Diarrhoea,  and  that  the  premises  on  which  the 
death  from  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  were  found  to  be  in  such  an 
insanitary  condition  that  I  reported  them  as  in  my  opinion  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  and  called  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Glasses  Act,  1890.  In  addition  to  this,  the  house  was 
greatly  overcrowded.  As  a  result  all  the  ditches  were  cleansed,  and 
the  Council,  I  am  told,  have  taken  steps  to  secure  abatement  of  over¬ 
crowding  of  the  house  in  Hunt’s  Lane,  and  that  it  and  the  adjacent 
houses  and  premises  shall  be  put  in  a  condition  fit  for  habitation  on  the 
lines  indicated  in  my  report  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  suggest  the  closure  of  any  School 
for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  disease,  but  the  parents  or  guardians 
of  all  infected  persons  were  advised  as  to  the  length  of  time  which 
ought  to  elapse  before  the  sufferers  returned  to  School. 

There  was  more  than  the  average  amount  of  sickness  in  the  early 
weeks  of  the  year  from  diseases  of  Catarrhal  type  ;  but  from  March 
onwards  the  sickness-rate  was  well  below  the  average. 

The  improvement  in  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  through  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  mains  noted  in  1896-7  was  maintained, 
and  the  extension  of  the  mains  to  Fibbersley,  Hunt’s  Lane,  Poole’s 
Lane,  and  the  far  end  of  New  Invention,  has  enabled  many  of  the 
property-owners  to  comply  with  Formal  and  Informal  Notices  to 
obtain  a  proper  supply  of  water.  Arising  out  of  this  there  is  one  point 
which  deserves  comment,  not  so  much  because  it  affects  Short  Heath, 
where  there  was  almost  an  absence  of  Typhoid  Fever,  but  because  it 
shows  that  in  those  places  in  which  the  water  supply  is  derived  from 
the  same  source  and  in  which  Typhoid  Fever  was  more  than  usually 
prevalent,  the  undue  prevalence  was  not  due  to  water  supply. 

In  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
and  the  severe  illness  and  subsequent  death  of  his  successor,  there  was 
no  house-to-house  inspection.  Table  C  however,  appended  hereto,  has 
been  compiled  and  signed  by  the  first-named  Inspector,  and  is  as  com¬ 
plete  as  it  is  possible  under  the  circumstances  to  make  it.  Mr.  Main 
informs  me  that  before  his  resignation  he  inspected  all  the  ashpits, 
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whilst  your  Clerk  informs  me  that  temporary  arrangements  were  made 
for  their  inspection  during  Mr,  Bickley’s  illness,  and  both  report  that 
the  excremental  and  other  house  refuse  were  systematically  and  satis¬ 
factorily  removed.  All  the  dairies,  cowsheds,  slaughter-houses,  and 
bake-houses  were  inspected  twice,  the  first  time  by  Mr.  Main  and  the 
last  by  Mr,  Bickley,  All  Formal  notices  issued  by  the  Council  were 
complied  with.  Open  ashpits  and  privy  cesspits  are  still  the  rule. 

In  September  I  advised  the  Council  as  follows  :  “The  condition 
of  the  roads  and  channels  throughout  the  district  is  very  bad.  Street 
nuisances  abound,  and  it  is  only  the  open,  elevated  situation  of  the 
neighbourhood  which  has  prevented  more  serious  disease  than  there 
has  been  in  recent  years.  Would  it  not  be  wise  to  boldly  face  a  great 
difiiculty  and  cheaper  in  the  long  run  ?  Almost  every  road  and 
channel  in  the  district  requires  re-laying  or  re-making,  and  the  stones 
used  in  the  making  should  be  properly  broken  to  make  them  hold. 
Well-made  roads  properly  set  by  horse-power,  or  better  still,  steam- 
power  roller  would  be  a  boon  to  the  district.  For  a  fortnight  previous 
to  August  27th,  when  there  was  a  heavy  rain-fall,  the  street  channel 
from  Lane  Head  to  the  lane  by  the  gas-works  farm  was  an  abomina¬ 
tion,  which  if  allowed  to  continue  may  engender  pestilence.  Until  the 
Council  can  put  down  sewers,  this  sewage-laden  surface  water  should 
be  conveyed  in  underground  pipes,  collected  in  trapped  gullies  of 
Boulton,  or  other  suitable  construction,  and  the  solids  shoidd  be  fre¬ 
quently  treated  with  disinfectants  and  removed.”  As  a  result  of  this 
communication,  I  believe  the  drainage  from  Lane  Head  to  the  lane  by 
the  gas-work’s  farm  has  been  materially  improved  by  the  laying  down 
of  pipes  and  the  provision  of  catch-pits,  but  there  has  been  no  general 
improvement  either  in  the  roads  or  street  channels.  Is  it  impossible 
to  get  more  of  these  roads,  which  are  really  main  thoroughfares, 
declared  to  be  main  roads,  so  that  assistance  towards  keeping  them  in 
better  order  may  be  got  from  the  County  Council  ? 

During  the  year  I  inspected  28  workshops,  and  suggested  that  20 
of  them  should  be  limewashed,  and  that  the  ventilalion  of  one  of  them 
should  be  improved.  There  was  no  over-crowding  in  them,  and 
nothing  particularly  objectionable  was  ascertained.  Yonr  Inspector 
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reports  that  the  request  to  limewash  had  been  complied  with  in  all 
the  cases,  and  the  defective  ventilation  improved  when  at  subsequent 
dates  he  called  to  inspect  the  shops,  so  that  a  Formal  Notice  was  not  in 
any  case  required. 

In  December  I  directed  the  Council’s  attention  to  resolutions 
passed  by  the  County  Council  in  November,  which  briefly  were  : 
(1)  That  the  time  has  arrived  when  Local  Authorities  should  be 
required  to  provide  efficient  Isolation  Hospitals.  (2)  That  special 
attention  be  directed  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  combination  of 
districts  for  the  provision  of  such  Hosnitals.  (3)  That  the  County 
Council,  subject  to  conditions  to  secure  efficiency,  were  willing  to  make 
annual  contributions  in  aid  of  expenses  incurred.  And  (4)  that  the 
annual  contributions  should  go  towards  defraying  “  structural  expenses  ” 
and  “establishment  expenses.”  After  explaining  in  detail  my  view  of 
these  resolutions,  I  offered  to  confer  with  the  Council  on  the  subject, 
should  they  desire  it  ;  but  to  the  time  of  writing  no  intimation  has  been 
received  that  the  Council  are  willing  to  entertain  providing  such  a 
Hospital. 

Part  3  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Council,  liut  I  do  not  remember  any  case  in  this 
year  in  which  the  Act  was  of  special  utility  ;  still  it  will  he  useful  in 
the  future. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  there  is  another  district  in  the  Country, 
where  there  are  gasometers  within  the  district,  in  which  the  public 
have  not  demanded  and  obtained  a  supply  of  gas.  The  development 
of  retail  trades,  industrial  works  and  commercial  prosperity  generally, 
is  seriously  handicapped  l:)y  the  absence  of  such  an  obvious  necessity. 
If  the  Council  cannot  see  ifcs  way  to  encourage  the  introduction  of  gas, 
caTi  private  companies  see  their  way  to  supply  the  Electric  Light  and 
Electricity  as  a  motor  power  ? 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  156,  of  deaths  of  children 
under  a  year  old  29,  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  17.  Such 
neglect  of  vaccination  in  spite  of  both  experience  and  warnings  is  truly 
deplorable.  If  people  will  ask  for  Small  Pox,  they  have  it  ;  and 
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it  will  become  the  obvious  duty  of  Sanitary  Authorities  to  make  provi¬ 
sion  for  isolation  on  a  scale  which  a  few  years  hence  will  astonish 
them,  both  by  its  magnitude  and  cost. 

The  following  Declaration  issued  by  the  Jenner  Society  has  been 
signed  by  more  than  1100  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  Great  Britain, 
India  and  the  Colonies  as  an  answer  to  the  statement  so  commonly 
made  by  the  opponents  of  vaccination  that  “  sanitation  ”  can  be 
relied  on,  not  as  an  aid  to  but  in  the  place  of  vaccination  as  a  means 
of  preventing  outbreaks  of  Small-pox  or  of  arresting  them  when  they 
occur  : — 

“We,  the  undersigned,  actually  or  recently  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  think  it  right,  in  view  of  assertions  which  have  been  published, 
with  some  appearance  of  authority,  as  to  the  efficacy  of  “sanitation  ” 
as  a  substitute  for  vaccination  in  dealing  with  Small-pox,  to  make  the 
following  statement  : — 

“1.  As  responsible  sanitary  officials,  to  whom  the  care  of  the 
health  and  lives  of  the  community  is  especially  entrusted,  we  have 
every  inducement  to  give  weight  to  the  value  of  ‘sanitation,’  in  the 
widest  sense  of  the  term,  for  the  prevention  of  Small-pox,  as  of  other 
forms  of  infectious  disease.  We  include  in  that  term  good  drainage,  the 
removal  of  refuse,  the  supply  of  pure  air  and  water,  and  all  other 
conditions  which  are  calculated  to  fortify  the  body  against  disease  in 
general. 

“2,  We  are  no  less  alive  to  the  importance  of  those  special 
precautionary  measures  which  experience  has  shown  to  be  so  valuable, 
when  effectively  used,  to  arrest  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  such 
as  the  immediate  notification  of  illness,  the  efficient  isolation  of  the 
sick  and  of  those  who  have  been  exposed  to  infection,  and  thorough 
disinfection  of  persons  and  things. 

“3.  Whilst  thus  fully  appreciating  the  value  of  these  agencies  for 
such  purposes,  we  unhesitatingly  declare  our  belief  that  they  cannot 
alone  be  relied  on  either  to  prevent  or  to  stamp  out  epidemics  of 
Small-pox. 
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“4.  We  believe  that  the  only  trustworthy  protection  at  present 
known  against  Small-pox,  alike  for  the  individual  and  the  community, 
is  efficient  vaccination  in  infancy  and  subsequent  re-vaccination,  and 
that  the  only  effective  way  of  stamping  out  epidemics  of  this  disease 
lies  in  the  free  use  of  these  agencies. 

“5.  We  are  so  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  dangers  alleged 
against  vaccination  are,  as  the  Eoyal  Commissioners  have  asserted, 
‘insignificant,’  even  without  the  additional  safeguards  which  the 
Commissioners  have  recommended,  that,  in  common  with  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  medical  profession,  we  not  only  prescribe  it  generally  but 
use  it  for  ourselves,  our  families,  and  others  in  whose  welfare  wx  are 
personally  interested.” 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  which  all  Medical  men 
may  obtain  from  me  the  swabs,  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
collection  of  throat  secretions  and  the  liacteriological  examination  of 
the  secretions  at  Mason  College,  Birmingham,  in  doubtful  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  the  cost  of  examination  to  be  borne  by  the  County  Council 
and  of  renewal  of  swabs,  etc.,  by  the  District  Council.  So  far  no 
application  has  been  made  for  the  examination  of  such  secretions. 

There  are  two  Acts,  which  it  is  very  desirable  the  Council  should 
adopt  as  soon  as  possible,  namely,  The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 
Act,  1890,  and  the  Notification  Act  of  1889.  Both  of  these,  to  become 
applicable  to  the  District,  must  be  adopted  in  manner  prescribed  in  the 
Acts.  The  former  Act  confers  important  powers  and  duties  on  Urban 
Authorities  and  upon  their  Officers  with  regard  to  inspection  of  dairies 
reasonably  suspected  of  being  infected,  the  cleansing  and  disinfection 
of  infected  premises,  the  retention,  removal,  and  burial  of  infected 
corpses,  the  detention  in  hospital  of  infected  persons,  and  the  provision 
of  temporary  shelter  for  families  during  disinfection  of  dwelling 
houses.  The  Act,  or  particular  sections  of  it,  may  be  adopted  ;  but  I 
advise  the  Council,  though  some  of  the  sections  could  not  at  present  be 
put  into  force,  to  adopt  it  in  its  entirety,  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of 
its  Officers  to  decide  how  far  each  section  may  be  useful.  With  regard 
to  the  other  Act  my  views  are  already  well  known  to  the  Council. 
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All  the  slaughter-houses  have  been  registered  in  accordance  with 
the  new  bye-laws. 

There  was  no  death  in  the  Union  House  of  a  person  from  Short 
Heath. 

The  Tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  County 
Council  are  appended  hereto. 

The  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  3591. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  T.  HARTILL, 

M.  O.  H. 


Willenhall, 

January  30th,  1899. 
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JSl. 

Shewing  the  Deaths  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  dc. 


At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

One 

Year. 

One  and 
under 
Five. 

Five  and 
under 

15- 

Fifteen 
and  under 
25- 

Twenty-five 
and  under 
65- 

Sixty-five 

and 

upwards. 

54 

29 

8 

2 

1 

8 

6 

DEATHS. 


1  Under  5. 

Over  5. 

From  Diphtheria  ... 

1 

,,  Typhoid  Fever 

1 

,,  Erysipelas  ... 

1 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

,,  Diarrhoea 

3 

,,  Consumption 

3 

,,  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

13 

3 

,,  Heart  Disease 

3 

,,  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Croup  ;  1 

Typhus,  Continued,  Relapsing  and 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fevers;  Cholera, 

U/ 

\J 

Measles,  Rheumatic  Fever  &  Injurv 

,,  All  other  Diseases  ... 

19 

6 

Total 

CO 

17 

Deaths  ;  Males  28  )  Total  54  ;  equal  to  a  Death-rate  of  15*2 
,,  Females  26)  per  thousand. 


Births  :  Males  80  |  Total  156  ;  equal  to  a  Birth-rate  of  44*0 

,,  Females  76)  pen  thousand. 


Population  Census  1891  ...  2514. 

,,  Midsummer  1898  ...  3539. 


Deaths  in  Union  House,  Wolverhampton,  from  the  District.  None. 


Area  In  Acres  1063. 
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B. 

Shewing  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and  Deaths  therefrom j  (&c. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Infected 

Houses. 

Under  5 

Over  5 

Under  5 

Over  5 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

3 

1 

i 

i  2 

i 

I 

I 

0 

:  2 

Diphtheria 

j 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Typhoid  Fever... 

I 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

8 

1 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Diarrhoea 

6 

3 

3 

7 

1 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

1 

1  1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

5 

i 

5 

The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  not 

Compulsory. 


Death  =  rate  from  preventable  causes,  including: 
Diarrhoea,  fp  per  thousand. 


Summary  of  Work  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Houses  Inspected,  number 

Doubtful 

Schools  ,, 

0 

Dairies  ,,  twice 

...  7 

Cowsheds  ,,  twice 

...  7 

Bakehouse  ,,  twice 

I 

Slaughter-houses  inspected  twice  ... 

•••  3 

Ashpits,  privies  and  pigsties  Inspected  twice 

...  All 

Informal  Notices  to  abate  Nuisances  from  Ashpits,  ]  g 
privies,  and  deposits  of  manure  ...  ...  J 

Abatements  after  Notice  ...  ...  ...  5 

Informal  Notice  to  abate  defective  house  drainage  i 

Abatement  after  Notice  ...  ...  ...  i 

Informal  Notices  to  abate  other  Nuisances  ...  21 

Abatements  after  Notice  ...  ...  ...  21 

Formal  Notices  by  Authority  to  abate  overcrowding  2 

Abatement  after  Notice  ...  ...  ...  i 

Formal  Notices  by  Authority  to  abate  Nuisances  ) 
from  ashpits  and  privies  ...  ...  ...  | 

Abatements  after  Notice  ...  ...  ...  3 

Formal  Notices  by  Authority  to  provide  proper  ]  ^ 
Water  Supply  in  preceding  years  ...  ...  J 

Supply  provided  in  i8g8  ...  ...  ...  6 

Formal  Notices  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  3 

Notices  not  yet  complied  with...  ...  ...  3 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

WILLENHALL 


—  BY— 

JOHN  T.  HARTILL, 


L.K.C.P.L.,  A'l.Ii.C.S.P]iig.,  J.  P., 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


FEBRUARY  18th,  1899. 


J.  BENNETT,  PRINTER,  32,  CROSS  STREET,  WILLENHALL. 


il^lebtcal  Officer's  Annual 

* 

1SQ8. 


Calculated  on  an  estimated  population  of  18,938  at  Midsummer, 
the  birth  rate  was  37 '8,  and  the  death  rate  21 '3  per  thousand.  The 
death  rate  from  preventable  causes  was  3*9  per  thousand.  The  death 
rate  from  all  causes  in  tlie  ten  preceding  years  was  20 '6,  and  from 
Zymotic  Diseases  3 '4  per  thousand.  The  deaths  among  children 
under  a  year  old  were  207*8  per  thousand  births  registered.  The 
points  of  interest  in  these  figures  are  : — That  the  birth  rate  was  high  ; 
that  the  death  rate  includes  the  deaths  of  an  unusual  number  of  per¬ 
sons  from  the  District  who  died  outside  it,  and  all  who  died  in  the 
Union  House  at  Wolverhampton  who  entered  there  from  the  Township 
of  Willenhall ;  that  the  death  rate  from  pi-eventable  causes  was  high ; 
and  that  the  deaths  of  young  children  was  considerably  above  the 
average  in  the  nine  preceding  years.  By  the  courtesy  of  the  Master  of 
the  Union  House,  I  have  this  year  for  the  first  time  beeii  able  to  obtain 
a  full  tabular  statement  of  deaths  in  the  House  from  this  District  o^^/y, 
lienee  Talile  A  appended  hereto  is  unusually  complete. 

Sickness  was  above  the  average  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  due 
to  the  prevalence  of  Influenza,  aggravating  Chest  Diseases.  Whooping 
Cough  of  a  severe  type  was  prevalent  in  the  first  three  quarters  of  the 
year.  Diarrhoea  prevailed  in  August  and  September.  Cases  of  Typhoid 
Fever  were  numerous  in  the  first  and  fourth  quarters  ;  but  from  April 
onwards  sickness  from  other  causes  was  not  excessive. 

The  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  which  came  to  my 
knowledge  were  Scarlet  Fever  45,  Diphtheria  27,  Typhoid  Fever  42, 
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rucrpenil  Fever  1,  and  Erysipelas  18  ;  whilst  of  non-notifiable 
Infectious  Diseases  there  were  Measles  58,  AYhooping  Cough  244, 
Diarrhoea  61,  Mumps  4,  Chicken  Pox  63,  and  Influenza  70.  Of  these 
3  died  from  Scarlet  Fever,  2  from  Diphtheria,  10  from  Typhoid  Fever, 
1  from  Puerperal  Fever,  2  from  Erysipelas,  1  from  Measles,  27  from 
dVhooping  Cough,  28  from  Diarrhoea,  and  4  from  Influenza. 

Many  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  severe  in  type.  There 
were  45  cases  in  37  houses,  and  all  but  two  of  them  were  treated  at 
home.  In  every  case  the  parents  or  guardians  were  advised  to  keep  the 
sufferers  isolated  six  weeks,  and  the  school  authorities  were  advised  not  to 
accept  children  from  tlie  houses  infected  for  a  like  period.  As  far  as  it 
was  possible  with  the  means  at  command  the  children  were  isolated  and 
taken  care  of,  with  the  result  tliat  I  have  again  to  report  this  disease  as 
much  less  fatal  and  followed  by  fewer  complications  than  it  was  a  few 
years  ago. 

The  27  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  in  27  different  liouses,  and  some 
of  them  were  exceedingly  mild  in  type,  possibly  cases  which  a  few  years 
ago  would  not  have  been  considered  Diphtheria.  In  one  house  serious 
defects  in  drainage  were  ascertained,  and  steps  were  at  once  taken  to 
provide  the  remedy.  In  this  case,  which  was  near  the  cemetery,  there 
were  five  precedent  cases  .of  Acute  Sore  Throat.  One’s  experience  of 
the  treatment  of  this  disease  by  anti-diphtheritic  serum  is  limited,  but 
fii’st  impressions  concerning  it  are  favourable.  In  my  last  Annual 
Report  I  wrote  “  Arrangements  l)ave  been  made  at  Mason  Univei’sity 
(k)llege  wliereby  doubtful  cases  of  Diplitheria  may  be  confirmed  by 
cultivation  experiments,  but  the  cost  altliough  moderate  is  prohibitive 
for  the  poorer  classes,  unless  the  Council  can  follow  the  lead  of  tlie 
Birmingham  Corporation  and  provide  the  necessary  examinations  free  of 
cost  to  members  of  the  Medical  Profession.”  In  November  last  the 
County  Council  arranged  to  pay  the  cost  of  such  experiments,  and  the 
District  Council  to  provide  for  renewal  of  l)oxes  and  other  necessaries, 
but  so  far  no  application  has  been  made  to  me  by  any  medical  gentleman 
for  them. 

Passing  on  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  pi’o])able  causes  of  the 
42  cases  of  4’yphoid  Fever,  I  have  found  the  subject  a  difficult  one  to 
deal  with  ;  but  notwithstanding  tl\e  fact  tliat  the  number  of  cases  was 


greatly  in  excess  of  tliat  in  any  year  during  the  past  20  years,  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  draw  fairly  accurate  conclusions  concerning  the  origin  of 
most  of  them,  and  to  indicate  in  a  general  manner  the  steps  taken  to 
deal  with  them.  Two  facts  stand  out  prominently,  firstly,  the  well-to-do 
people  have  escaped  the  disease  entirely,  and  secondly,  that  although 
the  sufferers  lived  in  widely  different  parts  of  the  town,  the  incidence  of 
the  disease  was  very  largely  upon  the  artisan  population  rankiiig  above 
the  level  of  paupers.  Ten  years  ago  I  used  to  consider  that  the  number 
of  people  in  the  town,  who  in  case  of  sickness  were  paupers  so  far  as 
medical  attendance  was  concerned,  was  about  one-ninth  of  the  entire 
population.  If  tliis  proportion  holds  good  now,  and  it  probably 
approximately  represents  the  facts,  it  is  singular  that  the  very  poor 
should  have  escaped  as  luckily  as  they  have  done.  Tliere  are,  however, 
other  large  classes  who  escaped  tlie  disease  altogether.  The  first  thing 
to  note  is,  that  I  think  there  is  abundant  evidence  to  show  that  the 
public  water  supply  was  as  wliolesome  as  usual  and  not  the  cause  in 
any  case.  With  regard  to  the  milk  supply,  the  infected  persons  got 
their  supply  fi-om  not  less  than  20  different  vendors  of  milk,  and  though 
there  were  certain  conditions  found  relating  to  storage  of  some  of  the 
milk  of  an  objectionable  nature,  there  is  no  evidence  that  milk  distribu¬ 
tion  was  a  general  cause  of  the  disease,  though  it  possibly  might  have 
occasioned  an  isolated  case.  It  is  only  fair  to  the  milk  vendors 
generally  to  say  that  utensils  were  clean  and  place  of  storage  also  clean. 
At  first  thought  it  might  appear  that  there  had  been  retrogression  in 
sanitary  arrangements  during  the  year,  but  I  don’t  think  the  facts 
justify  this  conclusion,  though  I  am  bound  to  say  iti  some  details  there 
is  need  for  a  much  shar]!)er  look-out,  especially  as  to  the  manner 
drainage  work  has  been  done,  and  may  l)e  done  in  the  future.  Apart  from 
this  it  can  easily  be  shewn  that  there  are  now  and  always  have  been 
certain  insanitary  conditions,  which  are  a  suitable  soil  in  certain  years 
for  the  generation  and  development  of  the  Typhoid  bacillus,  and 
evidence  is  not  wanting  in  the  weekly  returns  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  probably  conditions  in  tfie  last  months  of  the 
year  favoured  the  development  of  Typhoid  elsewhere  as  well  as  here, 
whenever  local  circumstances  were  suitable.  Passing  on  from  general 
to  special  conclusions  : — ■ 

I. — Two  of  the  cases  were  contracted  outside  Willenhall  and  came 
home  ill  from  South  Wales  and  Derbyshire. 
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2.  — In  one  case  the  water  supply  was  from  a  polluted  well.  Notice 

for  a  purer  su|)ply  lias  been  given,  but  this  cannot  be  got  until 
the  water  mains  have  been  extended. 

3.  — One  case  was  next  door  to  where  an  offensive  trade  was  carried 

on,  and  from  this  another  probably  contracted  the  disease. 
Notice  to  abate  the  nuisance  was  given,  and  abatement  followed. 

4.  — In  23  cases  there  was  more  or  less  connection  of  the  premises 

with  the  sewers.  The  Council  is  aware  that  I  have  expressed  my 

belief  that  a  good  deal  of  drainage  work  has  been  done  badly,  and 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  savini>’  arain  “  That  all  drainaixe  work 

should  be  inspected  by  your  Suiweyor  immediately  on  completion, 

and  a  written  certificate  mven  if  the  work  has  been  satisfactoril  v 

~  •  »/ 

done,  or  condemned  if  improperly  done  without  delay.”  In 
saying  this,  I  mean  not  only  the  actual  drains  should  be 
examined,  but  that  all  that  contributes  to  drainage  should  be 
examined  and  certified,  such  as  tlie  position  of  air  inlet  and  out¬ 
let,  and  the  condition  of  the  surface  drainage.  It  will  be  found 
as  I  have  demonstrated  in  my  reports  that  many  of  the  so-called 
air  inlets  are  really  in  practice  air  outlets,  and  that  they  are 
placed  in  dangerous  jaroximity  to  doors  and  windows.  It  will  be 
found  that  many  of  the  man-holes  at  the  top  of  entiaes  are  cou- 
structeil  of  the  flimsiest  brick-work,  and  that  when  there  is  a 
Ifiock  in  the  drain  sewage  percolates  through  it  and  finds  its  way 
beneath  the  foundations  or  into  the  cellar  of  the  house.  It  will 
be  found  that  in  many  cases  when  the  premises  were  connected 
with  the  sewers  no  provision  was  made  for  the  disposal  of  surface 
drainage  ;  so  that  it  often  happens  that  the  yards  below  the  street 
level  become  flooded  and  that  houses  become  damp,  the  water 
being  sometimes  polluted  by  animal  or  vegetable  refuse.  A 
])ro])er  inspection  at  the  time  ought  to  lead  to  better  brick-wofk 
set  in  cement  or  puddled  with  clay,  to  accuracy  in  fall,  to  proper 
disconnection  from  the  sewers,  to  efficient  and  safe  ventilation  of 
the  drains,  to  all  drainage  work  providing  for  deep  drainage  to 
the  sewers  and  surface  drainage  to  the  surface  drains.  'L'lie 
mica  valve  Haps  are  in  the  majority  of  instances  useless  aaid  ugly 
in  this  town,  and  air  inlet  shafts  put  in  entries,  always  will  lead 
to  a  nuisance  within  a  short  s[)ace  of  time,  because  one  of  the 
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first  barrows  wheeled  up  the  entry  smashes  the  shaft,  and  it  is 
generally  weeks  before  the  damage  is  remedied.  The  Council 
has  had  instances  of  defects  placed  before  it  in  abundance. 

5.  — Experience  has  shewn  that  there  is  a  special  liability  for  waste 

water  closets  to  get  blocked  up  and  cause  a  nuisance,  not  from 
any  defect  in  the  system,  but  from  carelessness  and  wilfulness  of 
people  in  putting  objects  down  them  they  were  never  intended 
to  receive.  Experience  also  shows  that  when  they  do  get  blocked 
up  a  dangerous  nuisance  ensues — -hence  the  origin  of  Typhoid 
Fever  in  Stafford  Street,  and  the  special  report  and  condemnation 
of  the  premises.  I  advise  the  Council  in  future  to  encourage  the 
use  of  wash-down  closets  in  preference  to  waste  water  closets, 
and,  as  the  water  charge  of  10s.  per  house  per  year  is  practically 
prohibitive  to  endeavour  to  get  some  mitigation  of  the  charge. 
With  regard  to  waste  water  closets  already  put  in,  can  the 
Council  see  its  way  to  open  obstructed  waste  water  closets  free 
of  cost  1  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  to  this  end  already 
made  by  the  Council  on  payment,  in  practice  it  is  usually  tln-ee 
weeks  before  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  informed  of  the  nuisance, 
and  another  fortnight  elapses  before  the  nuisance  is  abated. 
Other  cases  of  Typhoid  were  due  to  these  causes. 

6.  — Another  probable  cause  of  Typhoid  is  that  wiien  cess-pit  privies 

are  converted  into  water  closets,  the  filth  dug  out  is  disturbed, 
but  not  carted  away.  Proper  provision  for  tiie  prevention  of 
nuisances  of  this  sort  should  be  made  when  the  plans  for  con¬ 
version  are  passed  by  the  Council.  Some  of  the  Alma  Street 
cases  were  probably  due  to  this  cause,  whilst  others  arose  by 
infection  from  prior  cases. 

7. — In  19  cases  the  premises  were  not  connected  with  the  sewers. 

The  Council  is  aware  I  have  long  advocated  the  compulsory  con¬ 
nection  of  all  premises  with  the  sewers,  by  efficiently  constructed 
drains  and  proper  disconnection  traps  and  man-holes.  Although 
315  houses  were  connectetl  during  the  year,  there 
must  be  about  1,600  still  not  connected.  In  connection  with 
this  subject,  my  last  Annual  Report  indicated  a  house-to-house 
inspection  was  in  progress  by  tlie  Inspector  of  Nuisances  “  with 
special  reference,  firstly  : — To  the  detection  and  abatement  of 
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nuisances  generally.  Secondly  : — To  the  special  examination 
from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  of  all  the  ashpits,  water  closets, 
and  privies  to  which  there  was  legal  access.  Thirdly  : — To  the 
special  examination  of  house  drains,  particularly  as  to  their 
traps,  disconnection  from  the  sewers  by  approved  means,  and 
the  complete  disconnection  of  sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  from 
the  drain  pipes,  and  fourthly  To  obtain  a  record  of  every  case 
in  which  the  water  supply  pipe  is  fixed  against,  or  in  close 
proximity  to,  the  ashpit  or  privy  wall.”  What  the  result  of  that 
visitation  was  may  be  gathered  from  Table  C  appended  hereto. 
Tile  Inspector  has  summarized  his  work  as  follows  : — There  are 
3,611  houses,  1,722  at  the  date  of  his  visits  connected  with  the 
sewers,  having  641  waste  water  and  209  water  closets,  with  1,001 
privies  not  connected  with  ashpits,  237  connected  with  covered 
ashpits,  88  connected  with  open  ashpits,  with  556  open  and  799 
covered  ashpits,  and  38  cows  and  115  pigs  in  proximity  to  the 
houses.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  witli  all  these  causes 
in  operation,  and  they  are  no  worse  than  are  to  be  found  in  all 
the  adjacent  towns,  there  are  seasons  in  which  Typhoid  Fever 
and  Diarrhoea  are  more  than  usually  prevalent.  To  causes  such 
as  these  many  of  the  cases  in  High  Street,  the  Cock  Yard,  Porto- 
bello.  Cannon  Street,  Chapel  Green,  King  Street,  Alma  Sti’eet, 
and  Uussell  Street,  were  doubtless  due.  The  remedv  lies  in  the 
gradual  sulistitution  of  water  closets  for  cess-pits,  in  the 
replacing  when  water  closets  are  not  obtainable  of  huge  cess-pits 
by  small  water-tight  receptacles  adapted  for  admixture  of  ashes 
or  earth  with  contents,  in  the  substitution  of  small  for  large  ash¬ 
pits,  and  in  the  total  abolition  of  ashpits  that  are  not  water-tight 
above  and  below,  and  properly  ventilated. 

8. — It  will  thus  be  seen  that  I  have  concluded  these  cases  have  not 
been  due  to  a  common  cause,  but  rather  to  a  multiplicity  of 
causes,  which  have  had  to  be  separately  dealt  with.  In  all  the 
cases  I  have  either  informed  the  Council  myself  or  advised  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  to  inform  them  of  what  local  conditions 
it  was  in  their  power  to  remedy.  In  many  cases  the  reined}^  has 
been  applied,  in  others  defects  have  been  partly  abated,  whilst  in 
others  the  matter  is  still  under  consideration  bv  the  (V)uncil. 
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Tt  is,  liowever,  far  more  difficult  to  deal  with  many  causes  than 
one  cause,  and  there  was  a  mystery  about  some  of  the  cases 
beyond  my  power  to  fathom. 

Tlie  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough  in  a  rather  severe  form  inter¬ 
fered  a  ofood  deal  with  school-work.  Much  of  it  was  due  to  children 

o 

attending  School  before  the  characteristic  whoop  was  develo[>ed,  and, 
therefoi-e,  before  it  was  known  they  might  convey  infection.  Another 
cause  was  want  of  care  on  tlie  part  of  parents  in  permitting  infected 
children  to  play  with  other  children  in  s])ite  of  warning  that  to  do  so 
was  dangerous  to  other  children.  Sufferers  and  others  from  infected 
houses  were  excluded  from  School,  and  bills  were  issued,  on  my  advice, 
by  tlie  Council,  pointing  out  the  law  and  conveying  a  determihation  to 
prosecute  in  such  cases. 

In  July  special  advice  was  given  with  a  view  to  ])reventing  infantile 
Diarrhoea,  and  useful  hints  for  the  prevention  of  the  ailment  were 
printed  and  distributed,  but  in  spite  of  this  there  were  numerous  cases 
in  August  and  September.  The  streets  were  watered  during  this  period 
with  a  solution  of  tlypochlorite  of  Sodium,  and  this,  no  doubt,  helped 
to  make  them  more  wholesome. 

A  man  and  his  wife  being  found  dangerously  ill  with  Typhoid 
Fever  on  the  same  bed  in  Court  7,  High  Street,  in  an  overcrowded 
house  with  six  children,  all  too  young  to  nurse  their  parents,  and  con¬ 
valescent  from  some  ailment  accompanied  in  some  of  the  cases  by 
Diarrhoea,  an  effort  was  made  by  me  in  conjunction  with  their  Medical 
Attendant  to  get  them  removed  to  the  Uinon  House  ;  but  though  the 
vehicle  was  waiting  to  take  them,  they  refused  to  go.  The  man  died, 
and  the  woman  in  a  helpless  condition  had  to  be  brought  down-stairs. 
These  cases  re-opened  in  a  forcible  manner  the  question  which  led  to  so 
much  controversy  in  1894.  No  one  has  the  power  to  compel  a  person 
to  go  into  the  Union  House,  and  it  is  understood  that  notwithstanding 
their  willingness  to  have  received  these  poor  people,  the  Guardians  are 
unwilling  to  receive  infectious  cases  into  the  Union  Intirmary  from  out¬ 
side.  Under  these  cii'cu instances  I  asked  the  Council  how  1  was  to  act 
in  such  cases  in  the  future'?  On  December  16th  it  was  resolved,  firstly, 
that  1  should  be  empowered  to  select  and  report  upon  a  cottage  suitable 
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for  isolation  of  extreme  cases  caused  by  poverty  or  insufficient  accommo¬ 
dation,  and  secondly,  that  I  should  confer  with  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  of  Hilston  and  I)ai-laston,  with  a  view  of  formulating  a  scheme 
for  joint  Hospital  accommodation,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  said 
Officei’s  and  their  respective  Councils.  \Vith  regard  to  the  first  resolu¬ 
tion  I  have  only  been  aide  to  obtain  the  offer  of  one  house,  and  that  by 
])urcliase  only,  and  I  understand  that  in  consequence  of  its  dampness 
the  Council  have  declined  to  purchase.  AVith  regard  to  the  second 
resolution,  the  Bilston  and  Darlaston  Councils  approved  the  conference, 
and,  no  doubt,  in  due  course  the  result  of  our  deliberations  will  be  made 
hnown. 

It  is  probable  that  nearly  all  tlie  cases  usually  classed  as  infectious 
come  to  my  knowledge,  excepting  Diarrhoea  and  Influenza.  Reference 
to  Table  D  will  show  the  extent  to  which  the  various  Scliool  Authorities 
have  helped  me.  It  will  be  observed  that  I  have  no  means  of  knowing 
whether  the  advice  given  to  the  Teachers  at  the  AYeslevan  Schools  as  to 
the  exclusion  of  infected  scholars  or  others  from  infected  houses  has 
been  acted  on  or  not. 

All  the  AA^orksliops  in  the  towui  were  inspected  either  by  me  or  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  chiefly  the  latter,  and  informal  rec]  nests  to 
limewash  them  or  to  remove  ascertained  nuisances  were  cheerfully  com- 
})lied  wdth.  No  case  of  overci’owding  was  found,  and  the  attention  of 
jMilliners  was  specially  called  to  sections  of  Acts  relating  to  them.  No 
case  of  lead  [)()isoning  came  to  my  knowledge.  There  is,  however,  one 
circumstance  to  note  with  regard  to  Factories,  nameljq  that  the  emplov- 
ment  of  female  labour,  especially  of  young  female  labour,  is  on  the 
increase.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted  from  the  point  of  view  of 
domestic  utility,  and  from  the  probable  influence  it  will  have  on  the 
next  generation.  As  there  were  more  deaths  than  usual  from  Consumj)- 
tion,  it  will  be  an  interesting  subject  for  inquiry  as  to  whether  the 
development  of  the  casting  and  polishing  industries  has  contributed  to 
this  result. 

On  November  18th  a  sample  of  milk  was  sent  in  my  ahseiice  to  my 
Surgeiy,  with  the  statement  that  scvei’al  persons  in  one  family  had  be¬ 
come  more  or  less  ill  after  taking  a  small  (piantity  of  it,  Aly  Deputy 
exannned  it  and  found  it  had  a-  sour  smell  due  to  fermentation,  'fhe 
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INIedical  Attendant  gave  it  as  Ins  opinion  tlnit  tiie  idness  was  due  to  the 
inill^.  On  tlie  ]9tli  inqnii'ies  were  made  l)j  tl>e  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
but  the  cows  seemed  to  be  healthy,  and  no  reliable  evidence  was  obtain¬ 
able  that  any  other  family  had  suffered  from  milk  delivered  at  the  same 
time.  There  was,  however,  no  tap-water  on  the  promises.  On  the  21st 
the  milk  was  sent  to  the  Countv  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  a  view 
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to  considering  whether  a  bacteriological  examination  would  throw  any 
light  on  the  subject,  but  it  was  decided  that  no  good  would  result,  and 
in  that  decision  I  concurred.  The  Council  caused  a  letter  to  be  written 
to  the  Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  Act,  and  the  result  of  this  was 
that  several  convictions  were  obtained  for  selling  adulterated  milk — 
but  not  of  the  vendor  in  this  instance.  1  am  aware  that  in  certain 
quarters  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  dissatisfiction  as  to  my  action  in 
this  matter,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  our  powers  are  limited, 
and  that  no  man  has  a  right  to  injure  another  man  in  the  legitimate 
exercise  of  his  business.  In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  asked  the  Council 
to  “take  the  necessary  steps  for  securing  the  due  ragulation  and  cleans¬ 
ing  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,”  and  pointed  out  the  fii’st  step  towards 
this  end  is  the  registration  of  Cow-keepers,  Daii-ymen,  and  Purveyors  of 
milk,  because  I  thought  the  Council  had  not  the  power  “to  make  regu¬ 
lations  prescribing  conditions  to  be  fulfilled  ”  until  this  has  been  done. 
I  also  advised  the  adoption  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act, 
1890,  or  some  of  its  sections,  section  4-  of  which  Act  has  an  important 
bearing  on  the  inspection  of  Dairies  and  the  prohibition  of  Supply  of 
Milk,  but  that  Act  has  not  been  adopted,  neither  have  the  Bye-laws 
suggested  by  me  as  far  back  as  1895-6  on  the  same  subject.  Your 
Inspector  is  now  in  a  position  to  show  that  on  the  19th  January  he 
found  milk  for  sale  stored  in  a  stable  used  at  that  time  for  stabling 
horses,  and  that  in  another  case  whilst  investigating  at  my  request  the 
milk  supply  of  Alma  Street  in  relation  to  Typhoid  Fever,  he  found  milk 
stored  under  conditions  equally  objectionable. 

The  food  supply  was  genei-ally  good,  but  two  cases  of  rabbits  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  food  before  they  were  exposed  for  sale. 

Water  supply  has  been  plentiful,  and  1  believe  good,  but  it  would 
be  more  satisfactory  if  it  were  regularly  examined,  chemically  and 
bactcriologically,  and  reported  upon. 
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The  proposed  new  Bye-laws  on  other  subjects  than  Dairies  have 
still  not  been  submitted  for  approval  to  the  Ivocal  Government  Board — 
but  your  Clerk  informs  me  that  they  will  very  soon  be  ready  for  trans¬ 
mission. 

The  number  of  biiThs  registered  in  the  year  was  717,  of  deaths  of 
ciuldren  under  a  year  old  149,  of  children  vaccinated  134,  and  5 
children  were  certified  as  insusceptible  of  vaccination.  The  number  of 
conscientious  objectors  to  vaccination  who  claimed  exemption  from 
vaccination  for  their  cliildren  was  not  great,  but  in  granting  an  applica¬ 
tion  whilst  sitting  as  a  Magistrate  I  said  publicly,  “  I  should  like  to  say 
I  do  so  with  the  utmost  regret,  against  my  personal  convictions,  against 
that  which  1  have  done  my  utmost  to  teach  during  the  past  thii-ty  years, 
simply  in  obedience  to  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  and  in  the  full  belief 
that  neglect  of  vaccination  on  a  large  scale  is  bound  to  lead  to  epidemics 
of  Small  Pox  before  many  years  have  passed,  in  extent  and  severity  fir 
beyond  anything  experienced  in  England  in  the  past  50  years.” 

Dui’ing  the  year  70  new  houses  were  built,  and  the  Gouncil  took 
over  to  their  control  Harjier  Street,  Banks  Street,  and  New  Street,  oft* 
New  Road.  Many  new  houses  have  recently  been  built  in  Gipsy  Lane. 
During  the  recent  heavy  rains,  Gipsy  Lane  has  been  in  a  condition 
disgraceful  to  any  civilised  community.  I,  therefore,  advise  the  Gouncil 
to  cause  the  sti’eet  to  be  properly  made,  paved,  and  channelled,  and  not 
to  pass  any  further  plans  for  erection  of  houses  in  that  locality  until  it 
has  been  done.  Most  of  the  footpaths  in  the  town  have  been  paved 
with  blue  bricks. 

The  New  Gemetery  has  been  completed  and  laid  out,  but  it  has  not 
jmt  been  formally  opened.  I  much  regret  no  Mortuary  has  been  pro¬ 
vided,  to  which  infectious  corpses  might  be  removed  from  crowded 
houses  to  await  burial. 

With  regal'd  to  reports  made  on  properties  during  the  year  and  in 
preiioding  years,  Mr.  Sleights  properties  in  New  Street  and  Brick-kiln 
Street  have  been  improved,  and  the  (touncil  is  extending  the  sewers 
towards  them,  so  that  they  may  be  drained;  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
informs  me  nothing  has  been  done  to  Mr.  Stevens’  jiroperty,  Mourner 
Lane  ;  that  the  property  at  the  rear  of  the  Gock  Inn,  Walsall  Street, 
described  as  unfit  for  habitation  is  worse  than  it  was  when  the  Report 
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was  made;  tliat  a  water  supply  has  been  provided  for  38  and  39,  Wol¬ 
verhampton  Street,  but  that  in  most  respects  38,  39,  27,  28,  and  29, 
Wolverhampton  Street,  are  much  as  they  were  ;  that  the  pro])erty  in 
Upper  Lichfield  Street,  in  occupation  of  Messrs.  Ford  and  B:uley, 
remains  as  it  was;  that  the  waste  water  closets  and  drains  at  25,  26, 
27,  28,  Stafford  Street,  and  two  houses  at  the  rear  thei-eof  (which 
property  was  described  as  totally  unfit  for  liahitation),  have  been  put 
into  proper  condition,  that  the  cellar  drain  of  28  remains  iii  tlie  same 
state,  tlnat  part  of  the  yard  has  been  re-paved  and  an  open  ashpit  done 
away  with,  and  that  overcrowding  there  was  abated  by  prosecution  ; 
that  at  10,  Alma  Street,  the  mica  valve  inlet  is  in  the  same  condition 
and  tlie  ventilating  sliaft  a  two-incli  shaft ;  that  plans  have  been  passed 
for  the  drainage  of  43,  Alma  Street,  and  the  work  is  in  hand  ;  that  the 
man-hole  on  premises  in  Lower  Lichfield  Street,  occu])ied  by  Mrs.  Wood, 
has  been  repaii’ed,  but  the  cellar  has  not  yet  been  properly  cleansed  ; 
that  the  houses  in  Court  7,  High  Street,  described  as  likely  to  be  cou- 
demned  as  unfit  for  habitation  are  being  re[>aired,  that  back  doors 
and  windows  have  been  provided  and  the  ashpit  covered,  that  over¬ 
crowding  has  been  abated,  but  the  nuisance  fi’om  pigs  continues  ;  that 
the  drainage  of  the  property  in  St.  Anne’s  Road,  near  St.  Anne’s 
Vicarage,  has  not  l)een  improved  ;  and  that  the  houses.  Nos.  47  to  52, 
Spring  Vale  Street,  described  as  unfit  for  habitation  are  not  much  better 
now  than  when  the  Report  was  made  in  1897. 

With  regard  to  the  sewage  farm,  experimental  coal  filters,  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  have  been  prepared,  but 
are  not  yet  in  working  order,  and  a  scheme  is  also  being  prepared  for 
the  treatment  of  solids  by  chemical  precipitation. 

’fhere  is  much  need  for  good  Nurses  among  the  poorer  classes. 
For  a  long  series  of  years  Willenhall  was  well  served  by  a  superior  class 
of  sensible  women,  who  had  had  no  special  training  as  Nurses,  but  still 
were  competent  women.  Most  of  these  have  either  died  or  are  too  old, 
and  their  successoi’s  do  not  appear  to  be  so  capable.  The  rich  can 
always  provide  for  themselves,  but  the  special  need  at  the  present 

moment  is  for  competent  Lying-in  Niu'ses,  who  ai’e  willing  to  visit 

several  cases  a  day,  at  a  much  lower  fee  than  tiaiined  Nui’ses  usually 

charge,  though  possiby  the  fees  in  the  aggi’egate  would  be  quite  as 


much.  The  Council  cannot  provide  them,  but  to  publish  our  need  may 
lead  to  the  Nurses  being  found. 


Tables  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  County 
Council  are  appended  hereto. 

The  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  19,093. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently. 


WillenJiall, 

February  \Stli,  1899. 


JOHN  T.  HARTILL, 

M.  0.  H. 


TABLE  A. 

Shewing  the  Deaths  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  &c. 


At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

()ne 

Year. 

One 

aiid  under 

5. 

Five 

and  under 

I  5. 

Fifteen 
and  under 

2.5. 

'twenty- 
five  and 
under  (!5. 

Sixty-five 

and 

u[)  wards. 

392 

149 

74 

8 

1 

1 

1 

94 

53 

DEATHS. 


Under  Five. 

Over  Five. 

F  rom 

Measles 

1 

?? 

Whooping  Cough 

26 

1 

5) 

Scarlet  Fever 

] 

2 

?  J 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

8 

55 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

28 

.  .  • 

?? 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

1 

^  ? 

Puerperal  Fever 

.  .  . 

1 

FiTsipelas 

1 

1 

?? 

Diseases  of  Heart 

•  •  « 

13 

^  5 

Consumption 

6 

23 

9? 

Bronchitis,  Pleurisy,  and  Pneumonia 

36 

36 

Influenza 

•  •  . 

4 

Inquest  Cases — Natural  Causes 

2 

2 

„  — A^iolence 

2 

3 

From 

Small  Pox,  Cholera,  Membranous  ^ 

Croup,  Rheumatic  Fever,  Ague,  ( 
Typhus,  Continued  and  Relapsing  ( 

0 

0 

Fevers  ...  ...  ) 

All  other  Diseases 

116 

75 

Total 

222 

170 

f  ]  Total  392,  equal  to  a  Death  Rate  of  21 '3  per 

I  Males  206  j  1,000,  after  including  9  deaths  in  Union  House 
Deaths .  [-and  5  deaths  outside  District  of  persons  from 
1  Females  186  |  District,  and  excluding  one  death  inside  District 
I  J  of  ))erson  from  outside  District. 


„  1  Males  382 

Liiths  Hi'emales  .ISS 

1  Total  717, 

equal 

to  a  Birtli 

Rate  of  37*8  pei’ 

f 

1,000. 

Population 

CeTisus 

1891 

... 

16,852. 

Midsummer 

1898 

18,938. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  1,249. 
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TABLE  B. 


Shewing  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  Deaths  therefrom,  &c. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Infected 

Under  5. 

Over  5. 

Under  5. 

Over  5. 

II  ouses. 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

36 

1 

2 

37 

Diphtheria 

5 

22 

1 

1 

27 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

6 

36 

8 

37 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

16 

1 

1 

16 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


New 

Cn  ses. 

Deaths. 

Infected 

Under  .5. 

Over  o. 

Under  5. 

Over  .0. 

1 1  ouses. 

Measles  ... 

35 

23 

1 

... 

48 

Whooping  Cough... 

186 

58 

26 

1 

175 

Diarrlioea  ... 

4,5 

16 

28 

. . . 

60 

Mumps 

1 

3 

. . . 

•  •  * 

3 

Chicken  Pox 

27 

36 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

56 

Influenza  ... 

6 

64 

•  •  • 

4 

69 

The  Notification  Act  became  compulsory 
February  13th,  1893. 


Death  Rate  from  preventable  causes,  including^ 
Diarrhoea,  but  hot  Infiuenza,  3  9  per  1,000. 


TABLE  C. 


Summary  of  Work  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  under  my  supervision. 


Ins|,)ec- 

tions 

Inform¬ 

al 

Porraal 

No  of 
Nuis- 

Nuisances 

abated 

ma(ie. 

Notices. 

N  otices 

nnces. 

after  notice 

^  Foul  Conditions 
Dwell’s'  1  1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

-p-  Structural  Defects 

7 

1 

9 

8 

Houses  J 

{ind  j  Overcrowding  | 

2922 

4 

5 

8 

7 

Schools  1  1 

1  LTnfit  for  Habitat’n  J 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

6  partly 

Dairies,  Milkshops,  &  Cowsheds 

30 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Bakehouses 

54 

15 

15 

8 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

49 

10 

10 

10 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

2113 

713 

44 

757 

747 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  IManure 

8 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Water  Closets 

541 

20 

4 

24 

24 

/  Defective  Traps  \ 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

3 

House  J  Disconnection  y 

Drainage  j  i 

359 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  ♦  • 

^  Other  Faults  ' 

27 

63 

90 

62 

IVater  Supply 

12 

3 

3 

6 

4 

Pigsties 

82 

4 

15 

19 

.  16 

Animals  improperly  kept 

12 

2 

4 

6 

6 

AVorkshops 

435 

79 

2 

81 

56 

Offensive  Trades... 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Nuisances .. . 

38 

11 

7 

18 

8 

Pros¬ 

ecu¬ 

tions. 


1 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Lots  of  infected  bedding  stoved  or  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Formal  Notices  served  1897  ;  abatement  of  Nuisance  1898 
1  iifoi  inal  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Informal  Notices  1898.  Nuisances  in  process  of  abatement 
Foianal 


55 


2 

2 

2 

45 

63 

18 

9 

0 

13 


Drainage  of  36  A  37,  Lower  Lichfield  Street,  Magistrates’  )  Not  complied 


Order  for  Dridnage  in  28  days  in  1897 


with. 
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TABLE  D. 


Shewing  Certificates  to  Elementary  School  Authorities  advising  exclusion 
of  Scholars  from  Infected  Houses  for  specified  periods  during  the  School 
year  ended  November  30th,  1898 ;  including  those  granted  in  the  previous 
School  year,  the  effect  of  which  had  not  expired  on  December  1st,  1897. 


Certificates  of 
Infected 
Cfirildren. 

Health  3^ 
Absentees. 

Board  Scliools,  Little  London 

145 

274 

,,  „  Portobello 

118  . 

216 

„  ,,  Central 

61 

74 

,,  ,,  Walsall  Road 

60 

106 

St.  Giles’  National  Schools 

40 

80 

St.  Anne’s  ,,  ,, 

35 

59 

Wesleyan  Methodist  „ 

27 

0 

Primitive  „  ,, 

99 

172 

St.  Marv’s  Catliolic  ,, 

6 

11 

Totals 

591 

992 

